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SUBJ: CONGRESSIONAL LETTER REGARDING ALLEGATIONS OF GOT 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AGAINST AICHA BEN ABED 

REE: STATE 135672 

1. UPON RECEIPT OF JONES/CLEAR LETTER OF MAY 8, EMBASSY 
MADE CONTACT WITH DR. MARGARET ALEXANDER, HEAD OF TUNISIAN 
MOSAICS PROIECT (SPONSORED BY SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE) WHO 

IS EMPLOYER OF AICHA BEN ABED. DCM MET WITH DR. ALEXANDER 
MAY 16 AND MAY 24, AND MEMCON COVERING THESE MEETINGS HAS 
BEEN POUCHED. WHAT FOLLOWS IS A SUMMARY OF THESE CONVERSA- 
TIONS. DEPARTMENT SHOULD KEEP IN MIND, OF COURSE, THAT THESE 
CONVERSATIONS WERE PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL. 

2. AICHA BEN ABED HAS BEEN EMPLOYED BY DR. ALEXANDER SINCE 
SHORTLY AFTER HER RELEASE EROM PRISON IN 1974. DURING THE 
FOUR YEARS THAT SHE HAS WORKED FOR THE PROJECT, SHE HAS HAD 
LITTLE TO SAY ABOUT THE REASONS EOR HER IMPRISONMENT. 

TO DR. ALEXANDER'S KNOWLEDGE, AICHA BEN ABED HAD NO 
PROBLEMS WITH THE TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING HER 
RELEASE EROM PRISON UNTIL SHORTLY ALTER THE CIVIL DIS- 
TURBANCES IN TUNIS OE JANUARY 26, 1978. WHAT DR. 

ALEXANDER KNOWS ABOUT THE CASE FROM THAT DATE ON IS 
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BASED ON WHAT SHE HAS BEEN TOLD BY AICHA BEN ABED, WHO 
STATES THAT SHE WAS INTERROGATED TWICE BY THE POLICE 
WHO ALLEGED THAT SHE HAD WRITTEN A STATEMENT OF SUPPORT 
FOR JAILED TRADE UNION LEADER HABIB ACHOUR. SHE DENIED 
THIS CHARGE AND WAS SUBSEQUENTLY CALLED IN BY THE POLICE 
A THIRD TIME. THE POLICE STATED AT THAT TIME THAT THEY 
HAD BEEN MISTAKEN IN BELIEVING THAT SHE HAS DRAFTED THE 
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STATEMENT AND APOLOGIZED TO HER. AICHA BEN ABED THEN 
INQUIRED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF RECEIVING A TUNISIAN 
PASSPORT, WHICH HAD BEEN DENIED HER SINCE HER IMPRISON- 
MENT. SHE WAS TOLD THAT SHE SHOULD APPLY AGAIN FOR A 
PASSPORT IN 'TWO OR THREE MONTHS." AICHA BEN ABED IS 
HOPEFUL THAT SHE SHORTLY WILL RECEIVE HER PASSPORT. 


3. AT NO TIME DID AICHA BEN ABED STATE TO DR. ALEXANDER 
THAT SHE HAD BEEN TORTURED OR MALTREATED BY THE POLICE 
DURING HER INTERROGATION. HOWEVER, FOLLOWING THE EMBASSY'S 
INITIAL INQUIRY, DR. ALEXANDER SPECIFICALLY RAISED THIS 
QUESTION WITH HER, AT WHICH TIME SHE STATED THAT SHE 

HAD BEEN TORTURED. DR. ALEXANDER IS DUBIOUS, ALTHOUGH 
SHE BELIEVES IT IS POSSIBLE THAT AICHA BEN ABED MAY 
HAVE BEEN "MANHANDLED" BY THE POLICE. ONE REASON FOR 
HER SKEPTICISM IS THAT AICHA BEN ABED'S SISTER TOLD DR. 
ALEXANDER THAT FOLLOWING HER FIRST INTERROGATION SHE 
ARRIVED HOME WITH A BLACK EYE, CUTS, AND OTHER SIGNS 
OF MALTREATMENT. HOWEVER, ANOTHER AMERICAN EMPLOYEE 
OF THE MOSAICS PROJECT TOLD DR. ALEXANDER THAT SHE 
SAW AICHA BEN ABED ABOUT TWO HOURS AFTER HER RELEASE 
BY THE POLICE AND THAT SHE SHOWED NO SIGNS OF MALTREAT- 
MENT. DR. ALEXANDER STATES THAT SHE SUSPECTS THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN "EXAGGERATION." 
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4. ACCORDING TO DR. ALEXANDER, AICHA BEN ABED STATED 
TO HER EMPHATICALLY, UPON LEARNING THAT INQUIRIES WERE 
BEING MADE CONCERNING HER CASE, THAT SHE DID NOT WISH 
ANY APPEAL MADE ON HER BEHALF, AS THIS MIGHT INFLUENCE 
THE TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT'S DECISION ON WHETHER TO GRANT 
HER A PASSPORT. 

5. AICHA BEN ABED TOLD DR. ALEXANDER THAT BOTH SHE AND 
HER HUSBAND WERE ARRESTED FOR BEING INVOLVED IN DISTRIBU- 
TING MATERIAL CONSIDERED SUBVERSIVE BY THE TUNISIAN 
GOVERNMENT. IN HER CASE, A BELGIAN CITIZEN HAD CON- 
FESSED TO THE TUNISIAN AUTHORITIES THAT HE HAD BROUGHT 
INTO TUNISIA A SUITCASE FULL OF MATERIAL TO BE DELIVERED 
TO AICHA BEN ABED. 
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6. THE PUBLICATIONS IN QUESTION WOULD APPEAR TO BE A 
FRENCH LANGUAGE MAGAZINE ENTITLED PERSPECTIVES OR RE- 
LATED MATERIALS PERSPECTIVES WAS PUBLISHED BY THE 
TUNISIAN GROUP OF SOCIALIST STUDIES AND ACTION, WHICH 
THE DEPARTMENT HAS INEOMED THE EMBASSY (STATE 130534) 

SEEMS TO BE A RADICAL MARXIST-LENINIST GROUP ESPOUSING 
GOALS OF VIOLENT REVOLUTION IN TUNISIA AND, THEREEORE, 

A PROSCRIBED ORGANIZATION UNDER SECTION 212 (A)(28) OF 
THE IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT. 

7. AICHA BEN ABED STATES THAT SHE IS MARRIED TO 
NOUREDDINE BEN KHADER, CURRENTLY SERVING A PRISON TERM 
FOR CIRCULATING PROHIBITED PRINTED MATTER AND MEMBERSHIP 
IN AN UNAUTHORIZED ORGANIZATION, AND THAT SHE MARRIED BEN 
KHADER BY MARRIAGE CONTRACT WHILE HE WAS IN PRISON SO 
THAT SHE MIGHT HAVE VISITING RIGHTS. DR. ALEXANDER CAN 
VERIFY THAT FOR SEVERAL YEARS AICHA BEN ABED HAS BEEN 
REGULARLY VISITING NOUREDDINE BEN KHADER IN PRISON IN 
BIZERTE. ACCORDING TO DR. ALEXANDER, VISITING RIGHTS 

WERE SUSPENDED EOR SEVERAL WEEKS FOLLOWING THE JANUARY 26 
DISTURBANCES, BUT THESE RIGHTS HAVE NOW BEEN RESTORED, 

AND DR. ALEXANDER HAS PERSONALLY TAKEN AICHA BEN ABED 
TO BIZERTE ON VISITING DAYS. 

8. IN ADDITION TO OUR CONCERN THAT THE PRIVACY OF AN 
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AMERICAN CITIZEN'S COMMUNICATIONS WITH US BE RESPECTED, 

WE SHOULD ALSO POINT OUT THAT AICHA BEN ABED HAS 
REQUESTED THAT NO APPEALS BE MADE ON HER BEHALF. IT 
WOULD APPEAR, HOWEVER, THAT THIS HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE, 

IN VIEW OF CONGRESSIONAL LETTER TO TUNISIAN EMBASSY 
REEERRED TO IN REETEL. 
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9. SUBSEQUENT TO PREPARATION OF THIS MESSAGE, DCM 
SAW DR. ALEXANDER AGAIN TODAY, MAY 31. DR. ALEXANDER 
SAID THAT SHE HAD ONE ADDITIONAL PIECE OE INEORMATION. 
SHE HAD UNDERSTOOD FROM AICHA BEN ABED THAT SHE HAD 
NOT ONLY NOT DRAFTED STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR JAILED 
TRADE UNION LEADER HABIB ACHOUR BUT THAT SHE HAD NOT 
SIGNED IT (AS REFLECTED IN MEMCON). AICHA BEN ABED 
HAS SUBSEQUENTLY ADMITTED TO DR. ALEXANDER THAT SHE 
DID SIGN PETITION AND THAT THIS IS UNDOUBTEDLY WHY 
SHE WAS QUESTIONED BY POLICE, GIVEN FACT THAT SHE HAS 
A POLICE RECORD. 

MULCAHY 
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